
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 

Pleased by new techniques and the industrial production of glass, the architects in the first half of the century realized the dreams of their 
colleagues throughout the civilization of mankind: being part of nature without being bothered by nature's realities: rain, wind, cold, insects 
etc., perfectly demonstrated with House Farnsworth, Ill., USA, by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (1950). Triggered by the oil-crisis of 1973, a 
new development started in Germany with the aim to reduce the outrageous energy consumption of buildings, mainly caused by the generous 
use of glass and therefore poor insulation standards. Today new materials and techniques combine the old dream with new efficiency. 
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