
 
 
 

Introduction 
 
The term 'bioclimatic design' was coined by Victor Olgyay (1953), when he was still at the MIT, 
but it is more widely used in the Latin countries than in English-speaking parts of the world. 
Hence I often find it necessary to define its meaning: 
 
Bioclimatic design in architecture is to ensure the existence and wellbeing of biological 
organisms within the given climatic conditions, (primarily of humans, but protecting 
bio-diversity). Bioclimatic architecture relies heavily on architectural science, especially 
architectural energetics, but goes well beyond that. It rejects energywasteful and inhuman 
environments, the ubiquitous glass boxes and skyscraper machines. It rejects 
fashion-dominated architecture, it returns to basic human needs and values, it encourages 
regionalism. 
 
Bioclimatic design employs appropriate technologies, as dictated by the particular task, by the 
given socio-economic conditions, but it avoids the trap of romantic neo-primitivism. It does not 
reject high technology, but it is based on an ecological moral imperative: take least from and 
dump least into the environment. 
 
One could say that bioclimatic architecture is a way of thinking about architecture, a way of 
doing architectural design. Bioclimatic thinking has to penetrate all levels, all stages of the 
design process, from pre-design analysis to final details. And this is what I wish to examine in 
this paper. 
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