
Bioclimatic design has indeed come a long way, but unfortunately at the same time it still has a 
long way to go before it is to be universally accepted by architects and the other members of 
the design team as being an integral part of architectural design and not just a fad that will blow 
away with all the other "isms" that have come and gone. 
 
I will start by summarising briefly how things have developed up to now. Up to the dominance of 
the Modern Movement bioclimatic issues were more evident in vernacular than "official" 
architecture, except for cases mostly related to natural lighting as in the Pantheon in Rome or 
the great Gothic Cathedrals to name but two examples. Throughout the ages site and climate 
sensitive issues were taken into stride as a natural issue for different reasons of, which the 
more important were: the slow pace of evolution which allowed for learning by trial and error, 
the local character of construction and materials and the need to make the best use of the 
limited resources and means that were available. The development of glass as a manufactured 
material in conjunction with steel were the first to radically change this picture with the erection 
of the huge and beautiful glass structures of the 1 9th century. 
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